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| . Principles of true Patriotiſm ought to inſpire Miniſters with a tender Con- | 

concerument for: the Good of the Public, and determine them zealouſly to 
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The Earl of HILLSBOROUGH, 


SECRETA A or STATE 


% 


1 FOR THE 
AMERICAN DEPARTMENT. 


My Loxp, 


"HERE ts nothing more truly abſurd, and offenſive to good 
ſenſe than to apologize for doing of that which, from its uſeful 
tendency, ought to be done. To amuſe a MINISTER ig unpardonable, 
but to ſuggeſt intereſting hints tending to facilitate his labours for the 
public ſervice, carries its excuſe with its merit. Hence it is, my Lord, 
that 1 am inclined to hope you will receive my work with benignity, 
and indulge me with a fair hearing. | 
Other authors, with their rhetorical flouriſhes, may tell the public 
that your Lordſhip's abilities are equal d by nothing but your prin- 
ciples; that the former is as ready to comprehend, as the latter it 
willing to execute, whatever (within the province of your depart- 
ment and influence), appears calculated to promote the glory of an 
excellent KIN , and the proſperity of a grateful PEOPLE ; that your 
Lordſhip has made the intereſt of the ſubject, and the credit of the 
late, your particular ſtudy and delight ; that you are indefatigable ; 
and £ what in theſe degenerate times is till more extraordinary that 
7e are a dhfintergſbed patridt upon Fabrician principles; ready to forego 
all perſonal advantages, and to devote fry and your labours to the 
ſervice of your country in a word, My Lord, they may very ele- 
 gantly ſay, that you have every qualification weceſſary for a great _ 
| | 20 
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good MinisTER. But I ſhall not follow the example of troubling 
your Lordſhip and the public with the enumeration: of theſe. noble 
qualities ; becauſe they are 'truths untverfally kibwn. * Bejides,” thy 
| Lord, modeſt MERIT {how great foever it may be) is better 
pleaſed and gratified by approbation and admiration, than by adu- 
lation and offtentation. I fhall, therefore, be filent upon a ſubject 
which FAME has communicated to the whole Nation, and reſerve my 
encomiums for a new theme ; until your Lordſhip, by ſome glorious 
Deep, equal to what may be expected from your ſuperior talents and 
aſſiduous patriotiſm, has fignalized yourſelf in the field of AcTion 
which is ſo very extenſive as to give you many opportunities to act, 
and the public- to applaud. - Then, n Lord, from principles of 
felf-love and gratitude, I ſhall join, not with ſycophants, but with 
grateful countrymen, in the common prayer, that your Lordſhip may 
lang, very long, enjoy your health and your commercial office, to pro- 
mote the glory of the beſt of KINGS, by the proſperity of bis grateful 
SUBJECTS : being, with the moſt profound reſpect, ws 


6 MA LORD, 


| Tour very humble 


And moſt devoted Servant, 


* 


- THE AUTHOR, 


* 


D INNES obſerves that there is not one man in a thouſand 
who has the endowments and abilities to govern a ſtate; and 
much fewer yet, who have juſt notions how to make trade and 
commerce uſeful and advantageous to it. I will go a ſtep further 
than the doctor, and ſay, there is not one in ten thouſand of the 
former, nor, perhaps, a ſingle dozen of the latter, in this trading 
nation, who underſtand commerce politically. TRA Ie, or the 
art of buying and ſelling is only the mechanical part of trade, 
and requires no more knowledge than a compariſon of prices be- 
tween markets, and an eye to expences. And commerce, in 
the mercantile acceptation, is nothing more than importation 
and exportation ; which is good or bad, juſt or unjuſt, in propor- 
tion as it ſuits the wiſhes, and promotes the intereſt of particular 
individuals, who acting upon a principle of ſelf-love, the ideas 
of traders in general are confined to their ſanguine wiſhes, and 
whatever does not flatter their ruling principle, is in their con- 
fined opinion wrong. But this is conſidering commerce ſuper- 
ficially, only as it affects particular perſons, without any thought 
to the general good, and to the glory of government, and how it 
may be operated upon by the ſyſtems of other nations. For 
other trading ſtates being greatly influenced by the meaſures of 
this ſuperior commerical kingdom they muſt neceſſarily give 
great attention to our commerce and endeavour to fruſtrate our. 
deſigns in proportion as they appear to affect theirs. Hence it is, 
that the various conſiderations of trade as they affect our own 
and other ſtates, is the political knowledge of commerce : the moſt 
extenſive and the moſt uſeful ſcience * a numerous trading peo- 
ple; who, for want of theſe general ideas, are frequently miſtaken. 
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in their cenſures upon miniſterial conduct, hy 
the rule of their own particular intereſt. And it often- happens 
that that which is undeniably right in a private view, is indiſput- 
ably wrong in a general light. And, therefore, though it might 
be advantageous to particular perſons, it ought to be rejected as 
having a different tendency with reſpect to the Mie nation, to 


which a prior and greater regard fhould he give 


I PREMISE this on purpoſe to ſhew that the ſubject requires 
no common capacity, and to prepare the patience of the reader, 
that the prolixity of this work may not prejudice him againſtſ it: 
It being convincingly evident that a fubje& ſo very important 
and extenſive as that which affects all ought not to be treated 
with preciſion. It is either the miſtake or preſumption ef erities 
to ſay that it is neceſſary to come immediately to the point. 
Commercial matters in which all are concerned, and which all, 
in a free ſtate, have an equal-right'to comprehend, ſhould not be 
treated in a laconic ſtyle. Indeed all ſubjeAs ought to be intro= 
duced with grace, and argued with temper and perſpicuity, in 


order to come, at laſt, by gradual approaches to the point. Pro- 


lixity is more excuſable in weighty affairs than preciſion: the ſu- 
perfluity of the former being infinitely preferable to the deficiency 
of the latter. But the reverſe with regard'to trifles. Let it then 
be allowed in favour of my diffuſive ſtyle, that when a man writes 
to a populous trading community there is a reſpect due te every 
capacity, both becauſe they all have an equal right to know, and 
becauſe they all pay alike for their knowledge; and, therefore, if 
it is neceſſary to argue preciſely to gratify a few, it is ſtill more in- 
cumbent on the author to be more diffufive and clear to ſatisfy the 
3 number. Prolixity indicates ſuperfluity, which I hope to 

ave avoided; as well as ungenerous refle&ions. My intention 


being to ſerve, not to give unmerited offence.” I do net build # 
new fabric upon the ruins of an old one, but only wiſh for ſome 


wiſe alterations, that it may be more perfect and permanent. 

Upon this principle, I have ſtrongly inſiſted upon the abſurdity 

and dangerous tendency of nominating military and naval officers 

to govern colonies and promote the ſucceſs of trade, of which 

they are totally ignorant themſelves. I alſo lament the _—_ 
| goo 
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good which poetical imaginations do at the board of trade; and 
ſpeak with, indignity of the ridiculous figure of audacious vocifi- 
ration, vox pretera nibil. 5 

A FREE people have liberty to judge „ gens But the 
bold ſtand, which I have made for impartiality, and an equal 
diſtribution of benefits entitles me to the like juſtice, from the 
impartiality of the reader ; who, whatever he may think of the 
depth of my judgment in the execution of this work, will do me 
but bare juſtice to believe that I am not confined to any parti- 
cular individuals, but univerſally benevolent. I have a reaſon- 
able zeal for the intereſt of my country, and am therefore a 
friend to the general good, and an enemy to none but the 


KNAVE in OFFICE : of no party, being unawed, uninfluenced. 
and unadviſed. | 
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AMERICAN DEPARTMENT. 


Let us, ike a wiſe architect, lay 4 judicious foundation to work 
upon, that we may not (after great trouble and expence to 
patch and to prop) run the riſque-of having our brains knocked 
out by tbe fall of the edifice. 


Tr is the greateſt error in architecture, to prefer ſuperficial 


beauty to material ſolidity ; and as great a want of judgment in 
= MiNISTERs to attend more to the cultivation and taxation of 
colonies, than to population: and well-adapted regulations. Both 
ſtand alike upon a weak foundation; and as the private builder, 


from mercenary motives, endangers the life of the inhabitant by 


B the 


and guard againſt the conſequences by timely admonition. The 


and affiſtance. Hence it happens, that the juſteſt and moſt af- 


of (the greateſt law of nature) ti t 
and humanity to their families, perpetrate deeds which accele- 


MixisrER, that the ſybjefts of a free ſtate may have a fair 
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| mote the end of miniſterial employment, than an enquiry into 


without a thorough knowledge of the natural refources and true 


25 121 
the fall of the edifice, ſo the public architect, from pretty near 
the fame principles, begins at the wrong end, and takes ſteps 
equally alarming and ruinous. And yet it is, in general, 
deemed impertinent and bold for private individuals (notwith- 


reaſon of this 18, Mi NMT ERS are, in general, eicher as 
inacceſſible as Peruvian mountains, or elſe think they have 
ſenſe enough to know all things by inſtinct, without information 


fecting complaints are frequently utterly diſregarded, and num- 
bers of valuable ſubjects (whoſe deplorable ſituation would move 
even ſavages to compaſſion) are ſuffered to farve; while 


others, equally-eppreſſed, grow deſperate, and, from 2 les 
; Wes, 


rate their deſtruction by the hands of juſtice. Thus little rogues 
ſubmit to fate, while great ones (who are above judicial power) 
enjoy the world in ſtate.” I mean no malevolent reflection upon 
the authors of public calamities, but a ſeaſonable hint to a new 


hearing for the redreſs | 
THERE is nothing that can hetter exerciſe the talents, and pro- 


affairs of national importance; and as it is impoſſible that any 
one man (however bleſſed he may be with natural and acquired 


abilities) car know all things which oocur, or which do or | 


may affect a great, populous, trading ſtate, without the aſſiſtance 
of other intelligent perſots ; or that he can determine right 
about ſuch a multiplicity of important concerns (which in their 
conſequences not only affect this but alſo many other ſtates) 


intereſt of his Majeſty's dominions, ſo it is good policy to en- 
courage uſeful abilities, in order to collect the beſt information 
for the ſervice of government. Good policy requires tir, and 
a principle of ſelf- love in the Miniſter makes ſuch a ſtep equally 
neceſſary; as the ſelf-love of a Miniſter, when rightly under- 


ſtood, 


1 
| nod, cannot be better gratified than by acting uprightly, and 
cConformable to the wiſhes and intereſt of the people under his 
care; for as the conſequence of well-judged and happy meaſures 
is GLoxv, the nation will have gratitude. enough to reward him 
with the. greateſt marks of confidence and dignity. - As this is 
convincingly evident, it follows, that the firſt buſineſs of a 
MixIisTER is to lay a judicious foundation, in order to be able to 
form a plan of wiſe operations. This foundation, or plan of 
conduct, ſhould be to procure: all the intelligence which can 
poſſibly be had concerning the poſture of affairs, and particularly 
every intereſting occurrence relative 30 his own. t,; even 
at the expence of ſomething conſiderable, which, by being 
given to ſubjects, would, beſides the happy effects, by various 
means return to the ſtate. It is manifeſt that, without a 
plan of this ſort, it will be utterly. impoſſible for a MixISsTER 
to judge, with prudence, of the general ſtate of things; or to 
be able to take {ſuch meaſures as are beſt calculated to promote 
the general good. For the want of ſufficient intelligence how 
things in general operate and affect cach other, he will (and per- 
haps with the beſt intentions) act partially for one part, to the 
injury, and even to the ruin of the reſt. For theſe good reaſons, 

it is extremely impolitic in ſome Mix Is TRGS to neglect that 
which deſerves their firſt and greateſt attention, it hes 
very foundation which they muſt work upon; or, perhaps, 
more properly the materials with which they muſt lay the baſis and 
raiſe the ſtructure; which, like all ather compounds, can he perfect 
only in proportion to the goodneis and quantity of the materials. 

Ix being then indiſpenſably neceſſary to have a very clear and 
extenſive knowledge of buſmeſs, it is very immaterial to * A | 
poles: of ſtate, how] a MinzsTzR receives intelligence, or from 
what quarter it is communicated; whether it comes from per- 
ſons known, introduced with ony, and ſupported by in- 
tereſt z or from an utter ſtranger, without either ceremony or in- 
fluence. But ſome Stateſmen (to the reproach of their pa- 
triotiſm). have been ſo inſenſible of this great truth, that they 
have not only: neglected, but: even treated with indignity, ſuch 
applications about buſineſs of the utmoſt concernment, as 1 — 
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from petſons unſupported ; contrary to-good 1 and even 
common ſenſe, which teaches us, from a ch e of ſelf-love, 
to give attention to that which can be m 

judicious rivals the French, who are excellent politicians, very 
generouſly encourage thoſe perſons whoſe abilities and principles 
are calculated to promote at once the glory of the SoveREIGN 
and the proſperity of his Pro TR, in which conſiſts the ſcience 

government. 

THvs, it being manifeſt that good policy mibes it abſolutely 
neceſſary to encourage real MERIT, no trouble ſhould be fpared 

to find, nor no money grudged to reward, ſuch —— as have 

talents capable of rendering the moſt important ſervices to their 
country; particularly if a good principle and ſtrong inclinatiofis 
are found to co-operate with their abilities. 

A Mixs TER, in a ſuperior: commercial ſtate, ſhould, like an 
able merchant, keep a good correſpondence; to be able, like a ſkill- 
ful general, to fix upon a judicious: plan of operations: for the 
latter cannot be wiſly concerted — the help of the former. 
A general plan muſt be formed from general circumſtances, 
which can only be known by faithful informations. And to 
be judiciouſly executed, OxDER muſt be ſtrictly obſerved. 
When things are well known, clearly comprehended, and ranged 
in order, a wiſe plan is eaſily conceived, fixed upon, and car- 
ried into execution. But a thorough and univerſal knowledge 
of the buſineſs of a department, muſt ren good and Nn 
meaſures, like cauſe and effect. 

A cox Duc eftabliſhed upon ſo wiſe a BAS!S will necefarily 
prevent national complaints; but, if any ſhould happen to be 
made (for there will always be ſome inconveniencies, even in the 
beſt· regulated ſtates, from the imperfect ſtate of nature and art) 
they will, from ſuch regularity, be eaſily comprehended, and as 
expeditiouſly removed; by a SECRETARY of abilities and true pa- 
triotiſm, whoſe buſineſs, like that of a merchant of an extended 
commerce, requires: more regularity than ſuperlative knowledge ; 
there being a prodigious difference between a commercial and 
Political ſecretaryſhip ; between an application to the natural re- 
7 Jemrees and true intereſt of one's own country, and to the tem- 


per 


uſeful. While our 


- 09 1 
per of ſubjects; and the ſtudy of the oppoſite intereſts and prin- 
ciples of other great ſtates, the natural enemies of Great-Britain, 
or, what is ſtill worſe, rivals under the cloak of facred friendſhip, 
more dangerous than enemies. | 85 

It is really diverting, or, being too ſerious for mirth, it is 
exaſperating, under our preſent circumſtances, to find ſome le 
mention, that public buſineſs (I wiſh they could ſay profits) in- 
creaſes ſo conſiderably as to make it indiſpenſable to multiply 
great offices, and thereby in direct oppoſition to good economy 

in the expenditure of the public revenue, increaſe prodigiouſly, 
by places and conſequences, the charge of government: for I 
am convinced in my own mind, that twice the buſineſs of ſtate 
might be more judiciouſly and more expeditiouſly tranſacted 
without even an additional hand, upon a regular patriotic plan, 
with. able ſubalterns of zalents and principles; not the ſons of 
idleneſs and corruption, who diſtinguiſh, themſelves more by the 
inſolence of office, and the apeing of ſuperiors, than by their 
grateful attachment to the intereſt of a generous PeoPLE, and 
a dutiful zeal for the glory of a moſt amiable SovereiGN. 

It might, with parity of reaſon, be alledged, that in proportion 
as the buſineſs of a merchant increaſes, he ſhould increaſe the 
number of his partners. But a multiplicity of tranſactions do 
not require many maſters, but a greater aſſiſtance of ſubalterns. 
And as I am perſuaded that a merchant of great commercial 

knowledge, can better ſuperintend a correſpondence with 50 
(I believe I might venture to ſay 500) different people, than ano- 
ther ignorant of that variety of knowledge, can with five only, fo I 
maintain that the ſame equality of buſineſs may be. tranſacted 
by an able and honeſt SECRETARY of STATE ; and that there- 
fore the increaſe of buſineſs, was it true, is not a ſufficient 
_ reaſon for multiplying the expences of government, and in- 

creaſing of taxes, which muſt be the conſequence; but, (what 
ſhall I call it?) an error in politics on the right fide of the court, 
and the wrong fide of the people, or an oppreſſion upon the 


public? For even ſuppoſing, contrary to my opinion, that buſi= 


neſs was, in time of univerſal peace, ſo much increaſed as to be 
really too much for two SECRET ARIEs, the American affairs 


C (which 


4 © | 
2 to the diſgrace of paſt conductors, have been either 

angely tranſacted, or moſt ſhamefully neglected) might very 
properly be managed in the department of the board of trade; 
and, by being conducted by the ſubalterns of that office, it would 
ſave the government, or rather the public, who are paymaſters, 
the great expence of a new eſtabliſhment, which renders the 
old one an expenſive NoTHIiNG ; and therefore, as the utility 
is taken away, that charge to government, which falls upon the 
people, ſhould alſo be removed. 

Tnus, upon principles of architecture, (which are no more 
than the — of common ſenſe, though more elegantly termed 
good policy) I have laid the firſt ſtone for the foundation ; 
I ſhall now by gradual ſteps raiſe the ſtructure of the American 
edifice : whoſe beauty, uniformity, ſolidity and utility, depend 
very much upon a judicious choice of able and honeſt ſurveyors, 
who are appointed by the architect to ſuperintend the ſeveral 
parts of the building. | 

IT is a fad proof of abilities, or a worſe indication of principle, 
to counteract the aim of government by a conduct contraſted to 
the glory of the KING, and the proſperity of the PzoeLE. 

To appoint military and naval governors over a free commer- 
cial people, is manifeſtly a ſtrange contradiction to good policy, 
and to even .common ſenſe. And the MinisTERs who were 
capable of ſuch an abſurd and dangerous nomination deſerve to 
be reproached ; it being evident that they muſt have had in view, 
the favoring of ſome particular individuals, to the prejudice of 
the reſt of the community, and to the injury of the ſtate. We 

can eaſily conceive what will ever be the conſequence of oppoſite 
diſpoſitions among a people equally free. Thoſe of the military, 
naval, and commercial people are as oppoſite as the poles ; as 


great a contraſt as any in nature. I know it both by information 


and experience, for I have both heard and ſeen the fatal effects 
of ignorance and inſolence (infeparable companions) in the mi- 
litary and naval gentlemen ; = in general, are very impe- 
. rious, and, from the almoſt natural averſion which they have to 
the traders, they commonly treat them with ſuch contempt, as 
a free, intelligent, and ſpirited people (who are not uſed to mili- 


tary 


. 


7 


1 

tary and naval diſcipline, nor to arbitary control) are unable to 
bear; from whence procedes a number of animoſities and grievous , 
complaints of partiality and injuſtice. For, as the ideas of mili- 
tary and naval officers are extremely confined, they are, in gene- 
ral, totally ignorant of the extenſive knowledge of commerce, 
(which few people thoroughly comprehend in a political light) 
and therefore are influenced by ſome perſons of their native ſpot 
of country, more highly favoured than others, to be partial to a 
few, to the prejudice, and even ruin, of many; a conduct very fatal 
to a colony, and of very bad conſequence to a trading people, 
Who ſhould be encouraged by a judicious diſtribution of benefits ; 
to the end that all being ſatisfied with their fituation, they may 
be emulous of each other, and extend their trade by every. poſ- 
ſible method; for in that wiſe ExTENs1oN conſiſts the art of 
making commerce flouriſh, ſo as to anſwer the purpoſes of indi- 
viduals, and the ends of the government : which, it is evident, are 
counteracted by deſpotic, overbearing, military and naval officers ; 
who, in general, are totally ignorant of commerce, utterly unac- 
quainted with the ſcience of government, and generally inclined 
to deſpot:iim ; and therefore the nomination is both impolitic 
and cruel, contrary to good policy and common ſenſe, which 
ſhould teach more wiſdom than to put men of oppoſite purſuits, 
tempers, abilities, and principles together, to bring to perfection 
one only thing, the ſcience of a commerica/ government, which 
requires temper, mildneſs, great experience, a ſolid judgment, 
and particular affability and humanity; and it would be a wonder 
indeed to find all theſe united in military and naval officers, who 
generally are by NATURE extremely warm, with ſtrong paſſions, 
which they do not endeavour to command, and by PROFESSION 
arbitrary; with little experience of commerical matters, little 

ſolidity of judgment, leſs humanity, and ſtill leſs affability : how 
then is it poſſible that ſo great a paradox ſhould be productive of 

ublic benefit? How is it poſſible that military and naval officers 
can be qualified to govern a free commerical people, according to 
the mild laws of their conſtitution, and the good policy of a 
ſuperior trading ſtate? Had I not experience, common ſenſe 


would convince me that ſuch military and naval officers (by 
their 


t 8] 
their ignorance and inſolence) may, nay muſt, if not timely pre- 


vented, occaſion a general inſurrection, with many fatal conſe- 


quences, This has been pretty near inſtancing by the recent 
conduct of the Americans, in oppoſition to the regulations of 
the mother-country ; for, I attribute the adoption of the meaſure 
for a $STAMP-ACT to wrong informations of incapable governors, 


who are, too frequently, guilty of dangerous miſrepreſentations, 


the better to ingratiate themſelves with their patrons, and to hide 
their own reproachable conduct. In conſequence of which un- 
ſuitable meaſures are taken, and inadequate laws are enacted, 


which diſtreſs the people, and greatly diſturb and injure 80 


vernment. For this undeniable reaſon MinisTERs are fre- 


quently wrongly reproached, and though they employ all the 


powers of their capacity, with the beſt intentions, (for why 


ſhould they not have good intentions as well as other people ?) 
they are unſucceſsful, which occaſions diſſatisfactions, and reflec- 
tions upon miniſterial patriotiſm; and they very richly deſerve the 
diſagreeable conſequences, by being themſelves the original cauſe 
of it; for it is they who oppoſe and obſtruct the road to their 
own FAME, and to the glory of the nation, by making ſuch an 
unnatural choice of inſtruments to execute their intentions. 
FroM the acquiſition of intelligence, which I have been 


| ſpeaking of, MinisTERs would know where to find talents ſuit- 


able to every employment; and if they had the good policy to 


. admire merit more than intereſt, they would be led to make a 


natural and judicious choice of ſubalterns for the exclufive 
power, who would do credit to their judgment by promoting the 
proſperity and glory of the nation. Then governors of temper, 
experience, and judgment, would ſtudy the various co-operating 
cauſes of rendering a ſtate happy, great, and flouriſhing ; and by 
giving, from time to time, faithful narratives of their ſtewardſhip, 
and what the country is capable of bearing, a wiſe LEGISLATURE 
would take meaſures adapted to the real ſtate of things; with 
a view that every branch ſhould (with the greateſt impartiality) 
as indeed it ought to do, contribute to the ſupport of the Tree, or, 
if you pleaſe; that every member ſhall contribute to the defence 


and ſtrength of the body; which is the common parent, and 


upon 


KA 
on whoſe preſervation the particular members depend. For 
10 10 upon this principle of . good, which wiſe legilators 
of a free le always act; and, therefore, in a late ill- adapted 
meaſure, it could not be the intention of the Britiſh legiſlature 
to impoſe unbearable laws upon the Americans, deſtructive to 
the colonies; which (from a principle of ſelf- love, very natural 
to the mother-country, which wiſhes to be henefited by them, 
as well as from maternal affection) could not be ſuppoſed with 
any colour of probability. We may, therefore, without want 
of charity, conclude that this, and every other injudictous meaſure, 
was entirely owing to, and occaſioned by, the miſinformations of 
ſycophants and unqualified governors, from whoſe ill- timed ad- 
vice they were concerted and carried into execution; and as 
ſimilar procedings may ever be expected from ſuch improper 
governors, (as effects will always be ſuited to cauſes) no time 
ſhould be loſt for a reformation ; and, therefore, I hope to ſee 
a patriot MinISTER attentive to this root of all public evil in 
America, and expeditiouſly remove it, by ſoliciting for a more 
natural and well-adapted nomination of governors. This is the 
firſt material of the ſtructure; the firſt meaſure to be adopted in 
the American department for the proſperity of the colonies, and 
for the advantage of Great-Britain, whoſe intereſts, like thoſe of 
mother and daughter, are inſeparable, and whoſe views of hap- 
ineſs ſhould be the ſame, excepting only with the difference 
tween the power of maternal authority, and the obedience of 
_ gratitude and filial duty. | 
By proper governors, I mean men of commercial knowledge, 
and revolution principles; men who have a thorough command 
over their tempers, and who have affability enough to gratify a 
free and ſpirited trading people, who ought not to be in- 
timidated in their various purſuits, but encoufaged by eve 
gentle and indulging method that can be thought of, and which 
is eaſily compaſſed by men of parts and benevolent diſpoſitions, 
who find nothing fo eaſy and permanently agreeable as the doing 
of ſuch good offices as render the human ſpecies fatisfied- and 
happy, and themſelves the inſtruments of private benefit and 
public advantage. Such abilities and ſentiments as theſe are 
| Wo = ett 
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worthy of the admired name of - Engliſhman ; and cannot fail 
of greatly facilitating the ſucceſs of commerce. This is the 
true, the natural, and eaſy method of making colonies flouriſh ; 
and when they are rendered happy, through the good offices of 
the mother-country, there is no doubt but the coloniſts will be 
obedient and dutiful, from principles of ſelf- intereſt and gratitude; 
but particularly from ſelf-love, the | firſt and greateſt law of 
| nature, the ruling paſſion, the hobby-horſe, or great object of 
worldly purſuits. But if, contrary to good policy, and even to 
common - ſenſe, or - contrary. to the natural light of reaſon, 
which teaches ſelf-prefervation to every human being; I ſay, if, 
contrary to the love which they muſt naturally have for them- 
ſelves, they ſhould be inſenſible of their own intereſt, and be 
determined to counteract the means of promoting it, (which 
cannot be ſuppoſed with any degree of probability while they 
are in their right ſenſes) then they ſhould be compelled to 
comply with that which is reaſonable and juſt, according to the 
meaning of our conſtitution ; for remote ſubjects inhahiting his 
M.,ajeſty's dominions, are certainly as liable to the fame laws as 
thoſe who are nearer to, or who are reſident in, the mother- r= 
country, notwithſtanding the repeal of the sTAMe-acT (that ' 
fatal blow to the authority of laws) may have given ſome people , 
occaſion to be of a contrary opinion. 125 Har 
THAT. unſuitable meaſures, or ſuch as- are ill- adapted and 
grievous, ſhould: he amended; no perſon in his ſenſes will diſpute; 
but that an act of the LEG1sLATURE, becauſe it might be (and 
even that is a doubt) ill- proportioned to eircumſtances, ſhould 
be © totally, abjolutely, and immediately repealed, almoſt by com- 
pulfion, is, with ſubmiſſion to &i men, a very ſtrange abſurdity, 
and what Jam ſatisfied every intelligent perſon will readily allow, 
excepting only fuch individuals whoſe vie make it their intereſt 
and buſineſs to fuppurt arguments againſt reaſon” and common 
ſenſe. If, after this rate, grievances were to] be redreſſed, and 
laws enacted to be totally repealed, I will venture to ſay, that in 
a very ſhort time we ſhould have no laws at all. This incontro- 
vertible truth is aſſerted by a young man, who, while he is exaſ- 
perated at the corruption and overbearing inſolence of - ſome 
perions, laments.the exceſſive weakneſs and incredulity of _ 
who 
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who ſuffer themſelves to be groſsly deluded and carried away by 
the torrent of corruption, ambition, and venality. - x 

Tux oppoſition to the sr AM - Ac was of itſelf a ſcandalous 
defiance of the laws of Great-Britain; for, right or wrong as 
the meaſure might be with regard to good policy, or, in other 
words, with regard to the abilities of the Americans, it was indiſ- 
putably right with reſpect to the authority of the LEGISLATURE ; 
and, therefore, to oppoſe it with open violence, at the hazard of lives 
who had the executive power to put the act in force, was un- 
deniably a violation of — order and thoſe laws, and abſolutely 
high-treaſon againſt the ſtate; which, from the undiſputed power 
of the three branches of the LEG1sLATURE, had enacted that 
law for the good purpoſes of government; that is, for the benefit 
of all. A4 | 5 | 
- Ir is therefore convincingly evident that the Americans were 
; precipitate, and, from very wrong ideas concerning the intentions 
of their common parent and benefactor, (ſtrengthened by the tur- 
bulent diſpoſition of ſome 9 on that ſide the water, or per- 
haps more by the ambition of the principal inhabitants, to be 
equal in conſequence to Engliſh ſenators) became unſufferably 
diſobedient and even outrageous, in contempt of the beſt laws, 
and at the hazard of diſpleaſing the beſt of ſovereigns. 

Ix this fury (for it certainly was ſuperlative madneſs) it Hap- 
pened, as it always will be the caſe for plunderers to with for 
ſpoil, to ſtrike the attention of ſome particular perſons of ambi- 
tion on this ſide, who (having a great field fo diſplay their talents 
and to gratify their vanity) gave a ſtronger plea for diſobedient 
independency, by ſtrenuouſly inſiſting upon a repeal of the Ac, 
and carrying their point with 4o2/ts of viclory over an authority 
which ſhould be treated with, greater reſpect. But really the 
times are ſo mercenary, and ſo ambitious and proftitute are n 
individuals of the moſt diſtinguiſhed talents and dignity in the 
ſtate, that we are taught, by frequent and recent examples; not to 
be. ſurprized at any event, let it be ever ſo extraordinary and para- 
doxical; it being very evident that our laws, however well. 
meant, are too frequently (from the overgrowu power of par- 
tieular perſons) executed to gratify the views of powerful indi- 
viduals, and not to render the nation happy, great, and flouriſhing. 
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ISEO the reader's pardon for this long digreſſion; and having 
laid the foundation of American policy, I ſhall now raiſe the 
ſtructure, or ſettlement, and begin with - popwlation, which 
ſhould certainly precede all other conſiderations, as their ſource 
and great ſupport. Population, cultivation and civilization, (I 
might add, taxation) are the capital objes of all governments; 
— the glory of ſtates is promoted in proportion to a thorough 
knowledge of, and attention to the cauſe; which, when rightly 
managed, will very naturally. and eaſily produce effects adequate 
thereto. Thus, cultivation and civilization being the conſe- 
quences of population and ſubordination, the former will ne- 
ceſſarily be promoted in proportion as attention is given to the 
latter. | £1 2 5 
I has hitherto been the cuſtom to ſupply America with 
people, who, for the greater part, were not good enough to ſtay in. 
their native country ; and others, who were extremely indigent, 
voluntarily migrated in queſt of better fortune. Theſe adven- 
turers, and the refuſe of the nation, have together made great and 
powerful numbers. Whether it is good policy to increaſe 
POPULATION, and thereby ſtrengthen the power of the Americans, 
abler heads may determine. But as our late conqueſts muſt (as 
well as other parts of America) be peopled, in order to. be made 
of value, I ſhall, for the ſake of argument, ſuppoſe that their 
numbers muſt be greatly increaſed to promote cultivation and 
civilization of the new-acquired territory ; and proceed to ſhew 
how that increaſe of population in America can be brought 
about expeditiouſly and conveniently without emigration of uſe- 
ful ſubjects, which it is good policy and abſolutely neceſſary to 
prevent as much as poſſible; becauſe the number of ſubjects who 
migrate to our remote dominions, and to foreign ſtates, greatly 
diſtreſs our manufactures, arts, and trade, and conſequently weak- 
en the nation conſiderably both by depopulation and the loſs of 
induſtry. But the bad effects of depopulation are more ſeverely 
felt in time of war, and is the occaſion, for want of hands, 
that the hardſhips of the unconſtitutional practice of preſſing be- 
comes inevitable. ö | 


In 


— 
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- In ſo populous a city as London, to which all nations and all 
profeſſions reſort in time of general tranquillity (as will always be 


the conſequence of an extended trade, riches, and induſtry) there 


will ever be a great number of foreigners of all ſorts and ſizes; 
who being driven by hard neceſſity from their native climates, 
and not meeting with ſo expeditious a relief as their imaginations 
and wiſhes gave them room to expect from a rich and powerful 
country, and an indulging benevolent people, they are (in conſe- 
quence of the fad diſappointment) wretchedly poor; and being 
in a ſtrange country, unable to provide for their wants, and to 
explain their neceſſity, they would very gratefully accept any le- 
gal employment that could procure them the common and bare 
neceſſaries of life. 5 | 2 
THEsE people are, at preſent, very numerous in this metro- 
2 and increaſe daily and amazingly; and as we cannot pre- 
vent their importation into a free ſtate, in friendſhip with all the 
world, it is good policy and humanity, both to them and to 
our own poor, to think of a benevolent and advantageous. ex- 
portation ; which would relieve us of the great burthen of ſuch 
numbers to be provided for, and keep the employments of in- 
duſtry to our own people ; and this prudent emigration of foreign- 
ers would keep the price of proviſions and other neceſſaries of 
life (which are enhanced by numbers) the more reaſonable. They 
are in general peaceable, well diſpoſed, and induſtrious, and would 
be very willing to go to any part of his Majeſty's dominions upon 
the ſmalleſt encouragement. Suppoſe then the government 
ſhould appropriate the ſum of 20,000T. per annum (and as much 
more as ſhall appear neceſſary to the wiſdom of parliament) to 
encourage theſe diſtreſſed foreigners to ſettle in, and cultivate our 
American dominions, I calculate, it would raiſe about 1000 
yearly. To carry this plan into execution it is neceſſ, 
to eſtabliſh an office for collecting theſe foreigners, wi 
a director or ſuperintendent, and a few aſſiſtants, in order to 
advertiſe for ſuch (foreigners only) as chuſe to ſettle in our 
new acquiſitions ; for which purpoſe they ſhould be fitted out 
and .conveyed, at the expence of government, to the reſpective 
places defigned for them, where land and all fitting encourage 
ment ſhould be given them by a judicious governor. £5 
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Tus method of ro £7108 is very politic and Kurmane, and 
can be carried into execution with great facility, and at a mode- 
rate expence, which would be returned an hundred fold by the 
happy conſequences. For I am perfwaded that ſueh an eſta- 
bliſhment would be of very great utility to this nation, with re- 
gard both to public and private benefit: as great numbers 
would be encouraged to go upon this footing, who are loſt in a 
ſtrange country, for want of knowing how to make application to 
go abroad to his Majeſty's dominions. And as neceſfity is the 
mother of invention, it will neceſſarily make the poor foreigners 
induſtrious, and, by the natural means of cultivation and im- 
provement, they will, under the protection of mild ſuperiors, 
make a very comfortable proviſion; and as they- and their families 
would, with proper management, become wealthy in time, there 
can be no fort of doubt but they would, from à principle of ſelf- 
preſervation, be very peaceable 1 good fubjects to the ſtate 
to which they become ſubjects, and owe their preſervation and 
ſupport; and perhaps they would be far better ſubjects, both 
with regard to induſtry and obedience, than the refuſe of the 
Engliſh nation; who, having imbibed lawleſs notions, are more 
apt, after a ſtate of bondage, to become evil-minded ſubjects ; 
and it is probable that the independent 12 of "JOE eee 
may be owing to this cauſe. 

By this excellent regulation we ſhould not only hoop the poor 
of other nations from helping to ſtarve our own induſtrious poor, 
(who in theſe hard times can hardly ſtruggle with the fuperior 
power of their miſeries) but alſo make a very valuable acquifition 
of new and uſeful ſubjects; to ſtrengthen, to cultivate, and to 
civilize our remote territory, which, at an eaſy rate, will render 


ttheſe acquiſitions very valuable to Great-Britain. And theſe are 


two ſuch capital objects of new governments, that -ought 
powerfully to operate with a wiſe LEGISLATURE; and prompt 
it to patronize this humane and patriot plan : eſpecially as it 
will, with ſo good a grace, clear this country'sf many indigent 
perſons, whom humanity forbids ſtarving ; and: conſequently, as 
they muſt be ſupplied, the increaſe of numbers, without this emi- 
panes, muſt wy enhance the price of all the gx erage 6, . 
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life, which is, at preſent, a capital conſideration, and what all are 
tabouring to prevent. At the ſame time it will keep our own 
ſubje&s at home for the better purpoſes of induſtry, and to ſerve 
the ſtate upon an occaſion; which, to a nation. ſo peculiarly 
ſituated and envied by all the world as Great-Britain, is a thought 
of the firſt importance. The plan is therefore trully excellent, 
and if any MIxISTER ſhould carry it into execution, he will de- 
ſerve the higheſt compliment from humanity and patriotiſm. 
Tur it is worthy: of the patronage of a patriot Miniſter, wilt 
manifeſtly appear both from what I have ſaid about the happy 
effects; and becauſe the plan has been adopted by the judicious 
and politic empreſs. of Ruſſia, who was ſo ſenſible of its utility 
as to put it in execution with imperial ſpirit: and it had fo good 
an effect, that upon the firſt publication in London, her Miniſter 
there procured 300 foreigners ; who, (if we had had fo wiſe an 
eſtabliſhment) would rather, we may preſume, have went over to 
our dominions.. We have therefore good reaſon to be aſſured that, 
in imitation of the-empreſs good policy, and in conſequence of 
our famed humanity and generoſity, our. patriot MixisTERs will 
ſhew their acute judgment, and adopt the plan, and immediately 
appoint an active and judicious perſon, well acquainted with lan- 
, to ſuperintend an. eſtabliſhment of this fort. The expence 
would be trifling, when compared with: the innumerable happy 
conſequences, which in a few years would be ſurprifingly great; 
for ſo many well-meaning and induſtrious people would make a 
very rapid progreſs in cultivation and invention. In the mean time, 
I calculate this eſtabliſument might, upon an average, coſt the go- 
vernment 20l. per man, and computing every man to be worth 
there 1 ol. to the government, the difference would be ſo much 
clear gain to the ſtate; and if, inſtead of 80 l. per man profit, it 
was only gol. the gain would be very conſiderable; and there- 
fore, upon principles either of emolument, good policy, or 
humanity, the ſcheme is excellent. | 5 
FROM the ſuperior abilities and diſtinguiſhed principles of 
lord Hillſborough, we may reaſonahly expect this, and many 
bother great events; I therefore felicitate my country, and con- 
gratulate with his lordſhip upon his having ſo noble a. field Ag 
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the American department to exerciſe his talents and patriotiſtn; 
to the advantage of a grateful p OLE, and to the glory of a moſt 
gracious SOVEREIGN. OW 0. $823 30% Cnr otters; 

By this plan population will increafe rapidity in our new. 
country; and cultivation and civilization will naturally and ex- a 
peditiouſly follow, without any trouble or expence to government. 

Neceſlity, for the ſupport of numbers, will occaſion cultivation, 
and by theſe improvements, and the afliftance of well-adapted 
laws, the people will be civilized ; and the mother-country: will 
gradually (in proportion as things approach to a flouriſhing con- 
dition) lay. ſuch taxation as they can bear, and it may appear 
/  _ reaſonable that they ſhould pay, in order to defray the expence 
1 of the ſettlement, and to contribute to the neceſſities of the Britiſh 
1 government. | 
1 | THvs I have endeavoured to prove, that the firſt sr EPs for 
| the American department are, good intelligence, able ſubalterns, 
qualified governors for the colonies, and population. without emi- 
gration of our uſeful ſubjects; for the purpoſes « cultivation, 
Civilization, and taxation. I may take ſome future- occaſion to 
.offer a few remarks upon the trade of the ſouthern part of 
| # North-America : for the preſent, I ſhall only make a few obſer- 
\ vations on that to the northward ; where, in my opinion, there 
; will be the greateſt ſcope for commerce and power. I ſhall 
ſpeak firſt of the trade of Canada, which from the ſituation and 
extent of the country, and its natural ſources of commerce, 
might be made a very valuable jewe/ in the Britiſh crown, were 
it not ſo ſtrangely managed from the following cauſes : 
Tux want of a qualified governor to give all that encourage- 
ment which is neceſſary in the zſancy of a fine colony, which is 
to thrive by the means of trade and commerce alone. To en- 
courage agriculture, and fiſhery in all its branches; then promote 
navigation, cheriſh the merchants, and encourage every branch 
of trade. Frog meds 21123 | 
Secondly, The inabilityof other officers of the government, and -/ 
the ſhameful negle&, or rather, ſcandalous abuſe in the admi- 
niſtration of juſtice. _ 09:4. ; SIS TT 
Thirdly, The exorbitant and ill-judged puriEs impoſed upon 7 : 
the iMyoRTs and EXPORTS; which, if not removed, will totally "7 4. 
deſtroy ® 
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deſtroy the trade, and conſequently diſappoint the mother-country 

of the advantage expected from that valuable acquifition, which 

will become of no value, if more ſuitable regulations are not 

ſpeedily taken: as it will then be a conſiderable charge to govern- 

ment, and of fatal tendency to traders concerned in the traffic of 

that country. This third cauſe proceeds from the former two, 

the want of proper officers to make faithful repreſentations of 
what DUTIES the trade will conveniently bear. 

W1TH regard to the firſt and principle cauſe, if a proper go- 
vernor was appointed (for it is not ſufficient to be civil, and to 
be liked for politeneſs) he would give due encouragement to a- 
griculture, whereby the vaſt country of Canada would produce 
a very conſiderable quantity of wheat. With the aſſiſtance of 
the merchants he would, without the aid of government, give 
ſuch attention to the fiſheries of cod and ſalmon as to make them 
produce a conſiderable revenue, beſides the happy effects of an 
increaſe of trade with the mother- country, which would alſo be 
benefited by the conſequences. In the third place he would, 
by proper management, encourage and encreaſe the trade with 
the Indians, that they might take off a more conſiderable quanti 
of our effects, and give us in return their valuable furs. Theſe 
three articles of wheat, fiſh, and furs being conſiderable in their 
quantity, are a fine foundation for an extended trade; and would, 
if they were judiciouſly managed and ſuperintended by a ſkilful 
governor, make very great returns for the manufactures of Great- 
Britain; they would increaſe the revenue, and employ ſhipping ; 
and, of conſequence, many hands in trade and navigation. 

Bur theſe happy effects are not to be expected from a mili- 
tary or naval governor, for under their injudicious regulations 
theſe means of returns will be loſt. The conſequence of this is, 
our merchants ſend great quantities of goods, and cannot get re- 
turns, becauſe the products of the country are moſt ſhamefully 
neglected, for want of a capable governor to ſuperintend and en- 
courage it; and the trade . no other means of return, the 
merchants, of conſequence, become bankrupts, and ruin their 
friends in England by whom they are ſupported; to the very * 
loſs of the ſtate, which by ſuch fatal conduct is deprived of the 
5 1 advantages 
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advantages with regard to the national xRvAN VN] advantages 
which would be the natural conſequence of a flouriſhing trade. 
And England, with a view either to refund the expence of go- 
vernment, or to follow the council of time: ſerving people in of- 
fice, lays injudicious DUTIES upon a trade which is thrown, by 
the aforeſaid cauſes, into the ſtrangeſt confuſion; and therefore, 
inſtead of being able to raiſe money to anſwer the demands of 
the mother-country, ſuch meaſures put it out of the power of 
merchants to continue their trade, for the-want of which. the 

overnment is deprived of the puTizs,*to the diſappointment 
| 3 of ſubject and ſtate. Moderation is therefore the beſt 
policy, for by requiring too much, the whole is frequently loſt; 
and this is entirely occaſioned by miſrepraſentations, and the 
want of a qualified governor. _ 

Ir the public papers are to be credited, there i is a ſcheme under 
Bu ds. for eſtabliſhing a roya/-fiſhery at Newfoundland, 
without making it a monopoly; — this appears to me to be a 
contradiction, and that the name of reyal- fiſhery is made uſe of 
the better to conceal the intention of mongpolizing that very 
valuable branch of trade, which employs thouſands of hands, 
a great quantity of ſhiping, and takes great treaſure out of the ſea; 
and 1s therefore a trade 3 its numerous happy conſequences 
to an induſtrious N / people, is more advantageous than 
golden mines, which (though productive of more eafy-got wealth) 
are not ſo uſeful and beneficial to a brave and — 2 nation, 
as this fiſhery ; but quite the contrary, for as ſuch mines tend to 
corrupt the Great, and to enervate the /ower orders of the people, 
they muſt naturally create many evils, while the Newfoundland fiſh- 
ery furniſhes treaſure and employment directly with regard to the 

I and eee by navigation, commerce, and the other na- 
tural conſequences of induſtry. In ſhort, it is an inexhauſtible 
fund . e and employment, which, while it promotes plenty 
= time of peace, is a nurſery. for ſeamen againſt a war; and is 

erctore,. 0 on many accounts, one of the moſt valuable branches 

of the Britiſh, commerce and navigation; and might (under more 
idicious regulations) be made infinitely more valuable, as I 
Aae witten to no Purpoſe, upon a former occaſion. 8 
ore 
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82 1 | 
fore lament that Minis RRS ſhould ſo much miſtake the true 
intereſt of their country, and the road to FAME, as to neglect an 
object of the firſt conſequence to the welfare of this wry” | 
— and that baſe, ungenerous, ſelfiſh, and, I may ſay, cruel in 
dividuals ſhould have © much influence over them as to procure: 
an innovation to confine a trade which, by every art and contri- 
vance, ſhould be extended amon g his Majeſty's ſubjects; for 
the advantage of al in general, but more particularly of the 
people inhabiting that part of America, who ſhould be protect- 
ed and encouraged hy every reafonable indulgence, with the 

olitic view of ſetting all hands to work, to procure themſelyes 
comfortable means of ſubſiſtence, and to bring to a ſtate of 
greater perfection · that valuable fiſhery : this is the more deſerv- 
ing of attention at preſent, becauſe a judicious management of 
that branch of / trade will encourage PoPULAT1ON to the ſouth- 
ward of the iſland, at Louifburgh; and at St. John; and when 
thoſe places are well inhabited and properly encouraged by wiſe 
governors, neceſhty, which is the mother of invention, will 
oblige numbers, for their own preſervation, to be active, and 
think how they ſhall make the continent and the ſea co- operate 
for their ſupport ; then the Bacca/a fiſhery will be conſiderably 
encreaſed by the vaſt product of GAsPEE Bay and other places 
in and about the gulph of St. Lawrence; then the valuable 
fiſhery of ſalmon will alſo be encouraged, and that article, which 
is much eſteemed up the Streights, would produce a confiderable 
annual amount of wealth, and a yearly treafure with regard to. 
the benefits of employment. I am therefore exaſperated to 
fee ſome great people attempting to obſtruct the courſe of thefe 
happy conſequences, by ſoliciting for grants of iflands, and ex- 
clafive privileges, with a view of pocketing theſe benefits which 
a free conſtitution intended for the whole community, and towhich. - 
all are equally and naturally intitled, both becauſe: they have 
a right to an equal ſhare of the common advantages of trade 
from the frame of their government, and becauſe. they have 
purchaſed that right by having alike contributed to the ex- 
pence of acquiſition, and by their ſtill contributing to the 
ny of preſervation: and government. A right by inheritance: 
and 
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HE” and purchaſe cannot be diſputed; and, therefore, even the | 
legiſlative power itſelf has not authority to gratify particular 
perſons with the natural and acquired property of their fellow- 
ſubjects. For whatever opinion ſome e a may have of 
ſupernatural wiſdom, and of the powerful influence of ſome men *. 
in the higher order of ſtate, I ſhall frankly tell them that our 
repreſentatives in the ſenate are intruſted for the public, not for 
private good, in? order that they may improve every thing for 
the advantage of the whole community; and not negle& or 
abuſe the confidence repoſed in them, in order either to grow 
rich themſelves, or to ſuffer others to riot upon the public 
. calamity. I therefore wiſh, in my zeal for the public proſperity, 
that our preſent MinisTERs may have the good ſenſe and good 
policy to oppoſe the deſign which particular individuals i 
formed to encroach upon the privileges which the whole com- 
- munity have to an open, free, and extended trade; particularly 
that to Newfoundland and its environs : for if it ſhould be con- 
fined under the title of the royal-fiſhery, it will abſolutely farve 
thouſands who have been long uſed to that trade, and who, Py 
having made it the buſineſs of their whole life, have no other : 
method of ſupporting their families, and anſwering the demands 
of the government upon them for taxation. | EIN 
THoUGH I am not acquainted with the tenor of the plan, I 
can conceive that the innovation tends to circumſcribe the trade, 
though care has artfully been taken to declare to the contrary ; 
and therefore I have, in that light, undertaken to oppoſe it. If 
I ſhould be miſtaken, either thoſe who have delivered the plan, 
or thoſe who have ſeen it, may confute me; till then I ſhall op- 
.. "Poſe it; ſince we may, without want of charity, think unfavour- 
ably of whatever public buſineſs is done privately ; for 1 am of 
opinion that buſineſs of ſuch national importance ſhould not 
lde into the world clandeſtinely, but that it ſhould be com- 
municated to the public prior to any determinations, in order 
that intelligent and well-meaning people may communicate 
their opinions, and fruſtrate the ſelfiſh attemps of mercenary 
and ambitious private perſons. 
| Tats public diſcuſſion is neceſſary in all commerical matters, 
: ' but more eſpecially in thoſe which are of the utmoſt * to 
i | eſtroy 
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altreſd to every branch of trade, navigation and population, as gs , 


upon any other foundation. It would fave them much un- 


intereſt to recommend them, and for rewarding of merit wit 


and to render their Min1sSTRY eaſy, a 
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certainly is; for ſurely people who have been upon the ſpot, mer- 
thants who have great experience in the various co-operating *® , 
cauſes-of that advantageous trade, both as they affect us at home 4 
and abroad among other trading ſtates, have ſome right to be 
converſant therein; and as no man in his right ſenſes will deny > 
this; neither will they diſpute their having another powerful 9 
reaſon to hear and to be heard, and that is, their being a// ſo 
much concerned therein, either directly by being in the buſineſs, 
or connected with thoſe who are; or indirectly, by the influence 

has on a government to whoſe ſupport they largely and cheapfalß 
contribute. And for theſe potent reaſons I am amazed that a 
principle of ſelf-love in the government does not more . * 
quently give the public opportunities to diſcuſs intereſting buſt- 

neſs of- trade ; for it would y facilitate the Iabours'of the 
Min1sTRy, and, by often faving the people from the jaws of 

monopolizing woLvEs,. would promote the proſperity of the 

nation, and their own glory, which cannot be faiſed permanently 


eaſineſs, and many reproaches about buſineſs, which they execute 
unſucceſsfully," with the beſt intentions, but from the worſt in- 
formations. And this alone is a very good reaſon for adopting 
my plan for diſcarding »/e/eſs ſubalterns, who have nothin i | 
e I 
politic view of procuring better intelligence, to ſerve the ſta 1 
po : : N and gloriodk * 
Many and great would be the advantages to the nation, were M7, 
ſome of the moſt able merchants, who have great. experiencg 
and an extenſive knowledge of trade and commerce at home an 
abroad, to be members of the board of trade, Which is, in ge- 
neral, filled by men whoſe notions of commerce muſt neceffarily 
be very confined for want of experience; the appointment to that 
important office being obtained more frequently through intereſt 
than merit: hence proceeds a number of irregularities which are 
very prejudicial to a trading-people, and to a government whoſe 
glory depends upon their ſucceſs - © _ RS" 
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Tux council of commerce is an appellation more 

greater dignity, and more- intelligible to foreigners ; who: (in 

| «+ imitation of the politic French) we ſhould afliſt in the conception 

and interpretation of our hard language. But, perhaps, the inventor 
of the word Sd was a keen ſatyriſt, and meant to indicate that 
the MEMBERS in general (for I except ſome who are an orna- 

* ment to ſociety, and a valuable acquiſition to the ſtate) have 
HEARTS as inflexible, and HEADs as hard as that word denotes. 
And if this is the true ſenſe of it, let it remain without innova- 


| tion, until more ſuitable talents than ſwaggering vociferation, and 


*. 


1 


ublime poetica! genius, fill that important office. 
| In a ſuperior commerical ſtate it would be abſurd to diſpute 
the utility of commerical abilities, or to deny their. ſuperior 
knowledge in that ſphere ; but, nevertheleſs, I would not, by any 
means, wiſh to ſee merchants take the lead in commercial offices 
to make room for their own intereſt, and for that of their 
friends, by taking every advantage for monopolizing trade by 
contracts and excluſive privileges; therefore, in what I have 
juſt mentioned upon that head, I mean, ſuch only as have been 
merchants, but who are entirely diſconneted from commerce, 
and have no private view to gratify in it. Theſe certainly 
would do infinite more ſervice than a poetical lord of trade; who, 
though he may be favoured by the Muss, and intitled to a ſeat 
in Parnaſſus, is not qualified to ſit either at the board, or in par- 
liament. For while he ſhould be ſeriouſly conſidering by what 
zeans trade can be extended and MILLIONs be raiſed; how, 
commerce affects us immediately with regard to ourſelves, and 
indirectly with relation to the trading ſyſtem of other great 
Hates, he is courting®the muſes and graces ; and when we ex- 
105 to find nig either calculating at the board of trade, or 
en Haranguing in 
we, to our aſtoniſhment, are informed that he has elpped with 
the muſe, and (on account of the marriage-a&t) has taken his 
flight to Parnaſſus, the ſeat of true chimerical genius. The Spec- 
+ tator therefore did great juſtice in ſpeaking of the powers of his 
imagination, which ſoars ſo high as to be quite out of the reach 
oa trading people. | Ls 5 
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the ſenate in favour of commercial intereſt, 
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® Bor to return from men to matter; I think the propoſal for 
4 royal-fiſhery is an injuſtice to royal-benevolence, by ufing that * 
word to give ſanction to, and confine to, a few that which the 
moſt generous benevolence of a good and wiſe prince would 
wiſh to ſee extended for the benefit of a// his loyal ſubhects, to 
which no SovEREIGN can give more attention, nor breathe more 
acious wiſhes: The defign of this ſcheme looks ſomething 
fle a late attempt of the London merchants, who being ap- 
prehenſive of liberty and free trade, and of conſequence bh 
taking the CHARTER and TERRITORY of the Eaſt-India com- 
pany, have artfully contrived a round-about propoſal to prevent a 
general trade, by confining it to particular places, under the con- 
duct of ſeveral CHAMBERs to be appointed for that purpoſe. 
As, I believe, I am the only perſon who has wrote extenfively * 
about the neceſſity of laying open the Eaſt-India trade, I am, for 
the ſake of my country, greatly. pleaſed to find the company diſs 
cover their weakneſs and fears by demanding capitulation. The 
indire& method of the Londoners to make this innovation, was, 
with regard to themſelves, very injudicious. They 2 „like a 
haſty general, expoſed their weak ſide; and like a culprit-miſer, 
diſcovered their wealth. Theſe are two ſuch favourable circum- 
ſtances for the friends to liberty and free trade, as will, I hope, 
| enſure ſucceſs in the ſuppreſſion of this dangerous monopoly, 
powerfully rich, and alarming powerful. If the wiſhes and in- 
g tereſt of the people in general are now purſued with a becoming 
ſpirit, they will ſoon be gratiſied; for a conſciouſneſs of the 
company's monopolizing benefits to which all have a juſt and 
equal right, and a due ſenſe of their having, in more than one 
inſtance, forfeited their CHARTER by uſurping the ſovereigg 
power of making and exchangeing nabobs or viceroys, will con- * 
vince them they ought no longer to reſiſt, but voluntarily reſign 
to the government CHARTER and TERRITORY, and give ſuch 
aſſiſtance as thoſe traders are able, with regard to affairs in Indie, 
in order to make them of the greater eaſe and benefit to the 4 
government. The diſcovery of their money, while it prevents 
| their pleading poverty, convinces the nation how lucrative their 
| trade ang conqueſts have been; and how immenſely valuable 
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one will be to the ſubject, and the other to the Fn An Sb- 
ſervation which is recommended to our ſenators; who, as well as 


the reſt of my readers, will, I hope, excuſe tlie digreſſion for the 
fake of the ade I ſhall reſume the an of the . 


buſineſss? 
I HAvE mentioned that = Sa of 1 is 


of very great private and public utility; it may be made ſtill 


more conſiderable and valuable, both with regard to the 

and the fur trade upon the iſland, which rhpht be conſiderably 
promoted. Not under the direction of a cammodbre, or any other 
naval or military officer, whoſe diſcipline:is not agreeable to free, 
induſtrious. people. Trade muſt be curgſſed before it can be 
made to thrive; and therefore a good underflanding, much experi- 
ence, and a ſuitable temper, ought to meet in a governor, inſtead of 


ignorance and an overbearing diſpoſition. If a proper governor 


was eſtabliſhed at Newfoundland, it would pay all the expence, 
e increaſe the trade without coſting Great-Britain a farthing. 
oſe, for example, one was ſent to ſettle to the ſouthward 
500 of the foreigners I have ſpoken of, at the expence of 
zovernment for one your als at the rate 1 one chilling per day 
each, it would make "i 9125 0.0 
Subſiftence for the voyage, which we will ſuppoſe 14 
one month at the above rate, is 750 0 © 


Keith of 500 at one ſhilling each ' 2 - 
| Expence of the ſettlement | L 10,62 54.0 0 


LA * * * 


To be Ms thus: Pee. 


4 Suppoſe there arte 200,000 kintals of fiſh exported, : a auc of 


fn -peno per kintal 
Would make 1. rob 0 © 
Charge. „ 


Governor, collector, and other officers I e 0 0. 
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| 2 government, but . in ſomething conſider = 
Vill eaſily and. naturally reſult from: increafing the trade of the 


8 * 


zealous for the trade of that 


triotic MEG OY the glory of * my native country. 


| 3 *x 1 | * | 

Tuts revenue oi tereſt op i * . 
imburſe the ſam. advanced 2 . | 

8 for proviſions and goods. fit for the iſland, *% 


be tree. of duty. By that time. I ſuppoſe the iſlauq may be in a 

. ob way, and. then it eue right: to impoſe ſuch duties 9 
Wn es upon ien and-exportation, as may 0 
portioned. to what t e place = bear, in order that . 89 © 
may not 7 repay the charge of public buildings and all other 2 


to the mother- country, befides the great benefits whi 


nation and employing a a * and pe be * 
quantity af, ſhipping „59 
Tux duty on the — = fich would be: no kindrapce# 
to the ſale; becauſe, as catholic countries cannot do with- 1 

out it, (for the people will be better chriſtians without tlte 
Jeſuits, who, wicked ſinners ! made no ſcruple of prefering fleſh 
to fiſh) they muſt buy it through neceſſity, and the annual con- 
ſumption of the Engliſh ifh-is very:conſiderable ; and will be more 
ſo, when, by this regulation, -we prevent the French from running 
away with the trade; and could this more eaſily and effee- 
tu 117 a ſtop to by my plan, than by ſending a naval officer 


every eaſon to govern, to domineer, to ſwagger, to 
menace, and ſhew all the airs of inſolence and ignorance? I am 
perſwaded that this ſcheme will be univerfally ſubſcribed to by 

the public in preference to any plan for confining it under any 

title or ſanction whatever. The increafing ropUTATION upon 
the iſland, and in the neighbouring places, would, in time, add 
convenience and ſtrength to Canada, and make thoſe northern 
parts both for ſtrength and commerce the moſt valuable part 


of North-America. As I am ſenſihle of the ineſtimable 
treaſure of this inexauſtible fund of commerce, I am h 


part; not upon American prin- 
ciples, but upon revolution pr inciples, invarlably attached to mild 


8, and to the beſt of KINGS. For though Jam a profeſſed 4 
doſmopolite, diveſted of blind national prejudices, I have a par 3 
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nor commodore Palliſer was 
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great prejudice of the gentlemen concerned, as well as of the 
public; for no other 8 are ſo well qualified to carry on 

e Canadian trade. What view our 
brave commodore could have in ſuch conduct, J am at a loſs to 


5 : 


s a [ 26 1 Ss 5 1 4 | 
publis would be glad to know by what authority gover- 


inhabitants of Canada on of Labrador; a privilege 


which ee are intitled to, and which they had en- 
joyed before his time; and who in conſequence of their vicinity 
and knowledge of the fiſhery, and the nature of the place, had 
employed much time, and expended a great deal of money to 
bring to perfection. One merchant of Quebec, in particular, laid 
'® © gut between two and 3000 pounds to make a proper preparation 
480 Sr a poſt and nets to carry on the fiſhery on the coaſt of Labra- 
dor, and after he had diſburſed ſo much money, he and his 
aſſociates were forbid by Mr. Palliſer, to carry on the fiſhery, 


under very ſevere and unconſtitutional reſtrictions ; to the very 


tell, unleſs he thought of reaping the advantadges, either for 


himſelf, or other people to whom he may be attached. But if 
that was his view, I ain convinced in my on mind that he will 


be miſtaken, fince it is only in the power of the Canadians who 
are particularly acquainted with the ſituation, and the means Uf 


conducting the fiſhery, and have money to make the erections 


and other preparations, who can reap any advantage by it. To 
others who are ignorant, or who have not a thorough knowledge of 


theſe things, it would be a loſs of time, dangerous in the purſuit 

and ruinous in the conſequences. The public is therefore at 4 
&, loſs to conceive by what"auTuorTy Mr. Palliſer made ſuch 
an unjuſt and impolitic prohibition ; for it cannot be ſuppoſed 


that the government of GazaT-BriTain (whoſe defign is, or 


- ought to be, both from principles of good policy and humanity, 


to make trade flouriſh for the advantage of every ſubje& without 


diſtinction) would authorize him to jure and diftreſs any one 
part of the trading people; eſpecially as ſuch a meafure cannot 
anſwer any good purpoſe. For every perfon who has any know® 


ledge” of the fiſhery on the coaſt of Labrador, muſt be ſenſ- 


ible of the truth of what I have advanced, that there are no 


people N 


# 


3 to forbid the fiſhery of the 
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that coaſtgas the people of Canada; n 
want of the advantages of ſituation and 
on without conſiderable loſs; whereas if the Canadians, by whom, 
I mean chiefly the people of Quebec, were properly encouraged 
therein, they would carry it on taiconſiderable advantage to them- 
ſelves and benefit to the community. Beſides, as it can anſwer 
no purpoſe but that of bringing ruin on other people who may 
injudiouſly be concerned therein, it is both impolitic and cruel to 
deprive the Canadiang of a trade which would be very conyeni- 
ent and beneficial to them; for it would be ſo confiderable"as to 
Ie * make one third of their returns in,FuRs and oit. It was ac- 
* | # counted to be ſo much before, and it will of courſe be more 
conſiderable when it is brought to a ſtate of perfection. But it 
has been very ſtrictly and arbitrarily forbidden by our commodore 
and by captain Hamilton: ſo that the people of Quebec who 
ö have a large 2 in buildings and aparatus for the fiſhery, 
ale can make no uſe of them; being obliged, by ſuch arbitrary 
1 reſtrictions, to forſake the trade, and to quit their property. But 
I hope jus ric will ſoon overtake the offenders, and oblige 
thoſe who have tranſgreſſed to make ſuitable recompence to the 
'® SUFFERERS, Who are many; and that proper 6oveRNoRs will © 
be appointed with inſtructions to leave # trade open again, for 
the benefit of all his Majeſty's ſubjects, and particularly of ſuch 
as were the firſt adventurers z, and for the advantage af the Britiſh 
nation, which conſiſts in the flouriſhing condition of her trading 
ſubjects in general. 
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